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For a day, in what the new president called “this
winter of our hardship,” almost everyone seemed
happy. For a day Tuesday, hope and fear collided as
ferociously as any time since 1933. For a day, hope
won.
For all the comparisons to Lincoln and Roosevelt

and Kennedy, at noon this Inauguration Day there
was just Barack Obama, a slender black man in a
dark overcoat.He stood in front of a Capitol building
thatwas built partly by slaves.
He looked out at a sea of faces on the National

Mall — an estimated 1.8million of them— and to a
nation clouded bywar and recession and doubt.
He would have none of the latter. “We have cho-

sen hope over fear,” he said, adding that it was time
“to pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off” and re-
make the country.
That’swhen it hit RitaGreen, 57, ofGaithersburg,

Md., who watched from a prized spot near the
West Front of the Capitol. She had registered voters
and gone toNorth Carolina to campaign for Obama,
but the idea that he would actually occupy the

White House hadn’t quite sunk in— until then. “It’s
official,” she suddenly realized. “Hemade it.”
At theWhiteHouse, outgoingpress secretaryDa-

na Perino said, “We’re all a little bit sad” that the
Bush administrationwas over.
But in many parts of the USA far from theWhite

House, people were happy — and looking forward
to Obama’s promise of change: in public housing

projects, the auto towns of the Mid-
west, the Katrina-ravaged neighbor-
hoods of the Gulf Coast and in
schools, where for a day students
watched history instead of reading
about it.

“Thewhole country is excited,” said Colin Powell,
the former secretary of State, who himself had en-
tertained thoughts of trying to become the nation’s
first African-American president.
The streets around theWhite House had the feel
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Dancing the night away: TheObamas take a spin
at a ball Tuesday night. The first lady’s look, 3B.

In D.C. and beyond, celebrations and a sense of hope
As Obama takes the
presidential oath before
an estimated 1.8million,
manymore feel the vibe
of amonumental moment

By RickHampson
USA TODAY

Barack Hussein Obama of Illinois assumed the
full weight of the presidency Tuesdaywith a nod to
his unique place in history, a list of economic and
foreign policy problems to fix and a vow to “begin
again thework of remaking America.”
“The challengeswe face are real. They are serious

and they aremany. Theywill not bemet easily or in
a short span of time,” the nation’s 44th president
said. “But know this, America: Theywill bemet.”
Looking west from the Capitol at a record crowd

of about 1.8 million people who swarmed Wash-
ington’s National Mall, Obama pledged to right an
economy that lost 2.6million jobs last year and be-
gin withdrawing U.S. troops from Iraq. Doing that,
he said, would require choosing “unity of purpose
over conflict and discord.”

The noontime inauguration of the nation’s first
African-American president marked a transfer of
power from the stalwart conservatism of George
W. Bush to the government activism embraced by
Obama and Vice President Biden of Delaware. As
the Dow Jones industrial average plunged 4% to its
lowest closing in two months, Obama pledged to
create jobs, rebuild roads, transform schools. “We
will harness the sun and the winds and the soil to
fuel our cars and run our factories,” he said.
The 47-year-old son of a black man from Kenya

and a white woman from Kansas spoke before a
mosaic of humanity that stretched about 2miles to
the LincolnMemorial, whereMartin Luther King Jr.
delivered his I Have ADream speech in 1963.
Obama took the oath on the Bible of Abraham

Lincoln, his hero and fellow president from Illinois,
whose signing of the Emancipation Proclamation
146 years ago helped lead to this day. As first lady

Michelle Obama and young daughters Malia and
Sasha looked on, Obama referred to himself as “a
manwhose father less than 60 years agomight not
have been served at a local restaurant.”
The young president served notice that unlike

Bush,whosewar on Islamic terrorism included tac-
tics likened to torture, “we reject as false the choice

between our safety and our ideals.” He offered “a
newway forward” to the Muslimworld “based on
mutual interest andmutual respect.”
Though his reflections on Bush’s tenure were

harsh, the passing of the torchwas amicable. It be-
gan with morning coffee at the White House and
ended as the ex-president boarded a helicopter
thatwould launch his journey home to Texas.
TheObamas thenwalkedparts of thePennsylva-

nia Avenue parade route from the Capitol to the
White House, buildings that slaves helped erect.
Theywatched the parade slip into darkness and at-
tended Inaugural Ballswell into the night.
Today, the hard task of governing begins. Obama

plans to meet with his economic team to plot the
progress of his $825 billion stimulus package, set
for House action nextweek. He alsowill meetwith
his national security team on topics ranging from
the conflict in Gaza to the Iraq troopwithdrawal.
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A presidency begins
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Stepping into history: President Obama and first ladyMichelle Obamawalk downpart of the 1.5-mile parade route along Pennsylvania Avenue toward theWhite House during Tuesday’s Inaugural Parade.

Obama pledges
to remake America
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