MEMORANDUM

Tha hoard of Dirnclorn
tO.. s v Puorko itlaan Lognl Defense nnd Rduentlon Fund

{rom, , .'nnk Forow on the D11l Lo Mootora the Danth Penalky in
low York Binbto
dnka.. Maceh 24, 1901

Innuag Phould the Pund take n public posltlon in rolntion to the Di1l,

Tho BL1l to roptoro tho donth penalty hano panpod the Asneobly,
but with teo Cow votop Lo overcide n veto by the Governor.
Yontorduy (3/23/01) tho Senato voted in favor of it. N vato
by tho Govornor lo expoctod.

Itapoxbi Taok Porea hnt rovliewad the major lltornture about tha lonue.

An lmpropalvo npzay of hiyhly yeppaotable organlzntions have
takon b publle ponitlon opposed Lo the rentorntion of the
danth ponally. ALl the mujor rollglonn orgunizatlons hava
tsnuoid publle vtatemonks vpposed ko it. ({lote by rathor
Pitwpatelok, T eun fhid no ovidence that Popo John Paul IX
hive avar spolmn Lo nuppoct of gaplinl puniphmant no Hayor Kech
ullogons.™)

In tho rvoview of the cveront Literature of the past kwo yearo,
no publiontlons huva beon found thut chanllenga thae nvidence and
thu vatlonnlo proponted in opponition to the death pennlty,

Miajor rohnong prononted In apponilion to Lt

1) mhoe duakh pennlby in Planlp 1t aliminatun nll poooibllity
of thu raform of tho offander, Tt nloo rendocn ippoonibla
the oorraution of o mlotake dn fdantifying tho offender.
Porlodlanlly, canou of mlutnkon agonviotlono hnve oceurcad.
wleh Gha doath pannliy, In thone oasot, Innocont: paraonp
wottld huve boon onpcubed,

93 mha ovidunce for enpltal punislimenk nia n dotnrronlt of crleme

Ly unoonvinalng.

—

3) capital puniolmont is nnsoclatod with ovldent raclem In our
nooloby, ho numbar of minorltien and tho poor wmincuted or
nwalltlng oxecutlon In oub of proportlon Lo thelr nucbors in the
population, Vor exnmplo, A7% of Lho inmaten on death row are
Binalk nhthough Dlnoka aopnbilinke 1% ot tha population of the
Unllod platou,
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4) Thao problom of crimo and violence in Americon sccioty is so
complox, it ln unreusonable to think that capital punishzenk
will repult in proventing it or diminiohing it.

5) Our prosont perspoctive on tha moaning of our values in the
Judoo-Chriotion tradition, and the ntate of humanistic thinking
ln the world judgo capltal punighment os a violatien of those
valuon.

6) It lo gountor-productiva) wo infllct dooth on the offaender to
mondfont our opponition to hin inflicting doath on another.

.7) Tt cranten inbuman pnychological burdans for the offender and
hls/hor fomily.

8) It bacomeo involved in longthy legnl procedurco, and makas =ore
diffioult n procuss of mora rapld onforcomont of mora benign
formo of punishmont.

In viow of Llio broad consonsus of rapresantative religicun
und eivic orgonizntlons, nnd in viaw of tho rationala presented in
opponitlon to Cnpital puninhment, the Task Forco rocommends that
tho Pund Loke a public position in opponition to tha restoratloa
of tho Danth ponnlty in Naw York State. Ono important foature
oft n publlia muuﬁn&o: now would bo a comnunicatlion to Covernor
Cnroy ko vato tho DBLll,
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